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"And they cried, The Sword of the 


Lord, and of Gideon." Judges 7:20. ] 
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The Editor's 


Engagements 


The editor is now speaking twice 
daily in a fine Bible School in the 
Bible Baptist Church, Oklahoma 
City. Brother H. C. Ownbey is 
pastor. The great auditorium was 
nearly filled last night (Tuesday 
night). There were two conver- 
sions. Two others joined the church 
for baptism and were bap- 
tized. The day-time attena- 
ance is large. Other speakers on 
the program include Rev. Sam 
Morris, nationally known preacher, 
Bible teacher and temperance 
speaker of “The Voice of Temper- 
ance Broadcast,”’ Rev. W. E. Haw- 
kins, of the Radio Revival, Dallas, 
Texas, Rev. E. L. Banta of Dallas 


* and Oklahoma City, Evangelist T. 


M. Webb, Enid, Oklahoma, Pastor 
Scott W. Hickey, Decatur, Texas, 
Pastor Forest Johnson, Paris, 
Texas, Dr. E. F. Webber of Okla- 
homa City, Evangelist Bill Young, 
Pennsylvania, Rev. P. T. Stanford, 
Ponca City, Oklahoma, and Rev. 
H. C. Ownbey of the Bible Baptist 
Church, Oklahoma City. The fel- 
lowship is unusually sweet. 


Although it has been necessary 
to spend some time each day in 
bed, the editor’s strength is return- 
ing and he is enjoying the fellow- 
ship of the brethren and the privi- 
lege of speaking to great crowds. 
God is blessing all our hearts to- 
gether. 

Next week we will be home in 
Dallas for a week’s special train- 
ing of our Sunday School teachers. 
Most of the week of April 25th to 
May 2nd we wul be away, enroute 
to Colorado and taking part in a 
Bible Conference at Montrose, Col- 
orado in the Calvary Baptist 
Church of which Rev. C. O. Dot- 
son is pastor. Then for three 
weeks, May 2nd to May 23rd we 
will be in a revival with the First 
Baptist Church at Englewood, Coil 
orado, on the outskirts of Denver, 
where Rev. Harvey Springer is 
pastor. They have a large brick 
tabernacle and are making large 
plans for the revival. We trust 
that God will give a real revival 
with hundreds saved to His own 
glory. 

Enroute to Colorado the week 
following April 25th; it is our pur- 
pose to preach in the panhandle 
of Texas among old friends. Then 
after closing the revival we will 
return for our great Bible School 
in Dallas, May 23rd-30th. 


Rev. E. L. Banta To Supply 


In the Editor’s absence Evange- 
list E. L. Banta will supply the 
pulpit in Dallas, remaining throug’ 
our Bible School. Between times 
he will assist pastor H. C. Ownbey 
of the Bible Baptist Church, Okla- 
homa City. 


--—-Q-- — 


“Friends in the Lord: 

“We borrowed some of your pa- 
pers (The Sword of the Lord) 
and like them very much. I am en- 
closing fifty cents and wish you 
would send me The Sword of the 
Lord for one year. May God bless 
you and your work. 

“Sincerely, 
“Mrs. H. L. 
Walcott, N. Y. 


J 


Last Sunday the Fundamentalist 
Baptist Church in Dallas voted Lo 
proceed with plans for flooring the 
entire ground floor with concrete 
and put finished floors in the up- 
stairs offices. The concrete floor 
will include the auditorium, the 
basement (about 25 x 40 feet under 
the choir), and the first floor of 
the Sunday School section. Ex- 
perienced concrete men in the 
church will have charge of the 
work and the flooring will cover 
over 13,000 square feet. 


It is planned to have our spring 
Bible School May 23rd-30th. We 
plan to follow that with a three- 
week’s revival campaign and over- 
lapping will be a daily vacation 
Bible School. Therefore, the floors 
will be complete by the middle of 
May or a little after, ready for 
our Bible School and revival. 


It will take sacrificial, big-heart- 
ed giving. It will take some large 
gifts, but many, Many small gifts. 
It will take repeated giving Sun- 
day after Sunday. But we can do 
it and by the grace of God we will. 
Our friends are urged to pray for 
us that we may honor God in this 
matter. 


Dallas Bible 
School, May 23-30 


Inquiries have been coming from 
far and near about the Spring ses- 
sion of our Bible School. Many 
have said, “Be sure to let me know 
when you will have your Bible 
School, as I plan to come.” 


The Bible School has been de- 
layed to fit in with revival engage- 
ments, and to make it possible to 
have the new floors in the audi- 


torium, offices and Sunday School 
section. 


So now, God willing, our Bible 
School will be held the eight days, 
May 23rd-30th. The closing Sunday 
night of the Bible School we ex- 
pect to begin a great revival cam- 
paign with a well-known evangel- 
ist. 

Make your plans to be present. 
The program and list of speakers 
will be given soon. We expect the 
finest program, the largest attend- 
ance and the greatest blessing we 
have ever had in this Bible School. 
Bed and breakfast will be fur- 
nished preachers. Many out of town 
and out of state visitors are ex- 
pected, 


“Barriers Torn Down 


Between Man And God” 


(Stenographically reported ser- 
mon by Pastor John R. Rice 
Continued from last week.) 


A Synopsis 


When the veil in the temple was 
torn in twain from the top to the 
bottom, God was tearing down ev- 
ery barrier between man and God, 
and God said, “The way is open. 
Come in, sinners.” 


That veil in the temple pictured 
the body of Jesus. Jesus is the 
nly mediator, the only way be- 
tween God and man. And when the 
body of Jesus was torn on the 
cross and the veil of the temple 
torn in two by the hand of God, 
that meant, thank God, the way 
into the Holiest of all was made 
manifest to every man who wants 
to enter. 

All of these_ barriers were torn 
down at the death of Christ, thank 
God, and there are no more peace- 
making sacrifices. 


No Priest But Jesus 


Another thing, thank God, has 
been changed. Our Catholic friends 
make a mistake when they have 
priests. Sometimes our Episcopal- 


Blessings Through Trouble 


“And Call Upon Me In The Day of Trouble And I Will De- 


liver Thee And T 
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Trouble is the common lot of 
mankind. We are told that “Man 
is born of a woman is of few days, 
and full of trouble’ (Job. 14:1). 
The editor recently spent ten days 
of painful sickness in bed, and even 
yet has not fully regained his 
strength. But there were rich bless- 
ings in the painful chastening, and 
with a prayerful heart we wish tc 
acknowledge the wisdom and kind- 
ness of God in sometimes permit- 
ting suffering. 

Suffering, trouble, sickness, dis- 
appointment and sorrow are evi- 
dently the loving provision of an 
all-wise God for a sinning race. 
As soon as Adam and Eve had 
sinned, before driving them out 
from the garden of Eden, God gave 
them assurance that they faced 
a life of sorrow and trouble. “Un- 
to the woman he said, I will greai- 
ly multiply thy sorrow and thy con- 
ception;! in sorrow thou shalt 
bring forth children; and thy de- 
sire shall be to thy husband, and 
he shall rule over thee” (Gen. 3. 
16). God multiplied sorrow for 
woman. In sorrow womankind is 
to bring forth children. In sor- 
row woman is to be subject to her 
husband. 


God has a holy and wise purpose 
in the pangs and sorrows of child 
birth. Though suffering God often 
transforms a vain, idle and self- 
ish woman into a mother. Through 
suffering, through anxious weeks 
and months of waiting, love is born 
for the unseen little one. I have 
seen many a mother weep with a 
broken heart over her baby that 
died the day it was born. With 
sinful women, a part of a sinning 
race, with deceitful hearts and re- 
bellious, wicked natures, suffering 
is necessary. 


The whole problem of mother- 
hood is one of sacrifice: In one 
sense I suppose that it could be 
said to every mother as it was 
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90:15 


said to the mother of Jesus, “A 
sword shall pierce through thy own 
soul also’ (Luke 2:35). Self-sacri- 
fice, vicarious suffering and then 
parting are the lot of every mother. 

Just as definitely sorrow and 
pain is the weight and burden of 
every man. God said to Adam, 

“Cursed is the ground for thy 
sake; m sorrow shalt thou eat of 
it all the days of thy life; 

“Thorns also and thistles shall it 
bring forth to thee; and thou shalt 
eat the herb of the field; 

“In the sweat of thy face shalt 
thou eat bread, till thou return un- 
to the ground; for out of it was 
thou taken, for dust thou art, and 
unto dust shalt thou return” (Gen. 
3:17-19). 

Hard labor, financial worry, the 
responsiblity of a family, the prob- 
lems of rent, food, clothes disci- 
pline, these are intended to be the 
heritage of every man. God says 
that man is to eat his bread in 
sorrow from an accursed earth. 

Suffering, then, is the appointed 
and necessary thing for a sinning 
race. But for the checks of suf- 
fering and hard labor and sick- 
ness, the human race would have 
long ago plunged headlong into hell. 
It seems likely that the vigorous 
health and the long life of those 
who lived before the Flood when 
Adam lived 930 years and Methu- 
selah 969 years—that vigor and 
health must have been one of the 
reasons for the raging violence and 
wickedness that caused God to blot 
out all the race except Noah in the 
terrible flood. So “Man that is 
born of a woman is of few days, 
and full of trouble” (Job 14:1). It 
is the plan of God. 


God Permits His Choicest Saints 
To Suffer 

And suffering is not only for sin- 

ners nor on account of sin. A 

study of the Bible shows that the 


hou Shalt Glorify Me, — Psalm 


choicest saints of God were the 
men who suffered the most. Job, 
a righteous man, a Godly, prayer- 
ful, reverent, humble man is made 
an example of suffering. For no 
sin of his own he lost children, 
property, friends and health. 


Joseph, an innocent lad, was sold 
into slavery, slandered by Poti- 
phar’s wife and languished, for- 
gotten, in prison for years. The 
purity of his life and his devotion 
to God shine out with undimmed 
luster though suffering. 

Daniel was seized as a captive 
of war, grew up in a foreign land, 
was hated, envied and feared. He 
was cast into the den of lions. He 
Was accustomed to fasting and 
tears. Yet not once does the Word 
of God accuse him of sin. 

When you think of Jeremiah, the 
weeping prophet, imprisoned, beat- 
en, hated and carried captive by 
his own people you must realize 
that there is a reason for a saint 
of God to suffer. 

Paul is a supreme example of a 
suffering saint. He was stoned and 
left for dead. He was hunted like 
a wild beast, he fought with the 
lions at Ephesus, was shipwrecked 
in the sea, was in constant peril 
at the hand of Jewish mobs. In 
the final years of his life he is re- 
vealed as a prisoner bearing a 
heavy chain, “a prisoner of Jesus 
Christ.” And as if the outward 
persecutions were not enough, God 
sent upon him some terrible thorn 
in the flesh that He would not re- 
move though Paul besought Him 
thrice. God answered, “My grace 
is sufficient for thee; for my 
strength is made perfect in weak- 
ness.’”” And Paul then exultantly 
said, “Most gladly therefore will 
I rather glory in my infirmities, 
that the power of Christ may rgst 
upon me. Therefore I take pleas- 
ure in infirmities, in reproaches, in 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 32) 


| veil down again there was no way 
| for anybody to look in. And the 
next year again with cleansing 


ean friends call their ministers 
priests. They are wrong. We do 
not need priests any more. Christ 
was the Lamb of God. Christ was 
the One whose blood paid for sin, 
There has been no more need for 


sacrifice. Now listen, thank God we ~ 


have no more need of priests. 
The high priest once a year went 


into the Holy place and took in- 
a basin the blood of a lamb and 


< 


sprinkled it before the mercy_seat. 
When he did and when he came 
out, he dropped the veil behind 
him and‘“the veil was still up be- 
tween the holy place, between the 
shekinah glory and man on the 
outside, between the holy God who 
was offended at sin and a sinning 
race who can’t help but sin. A 
perfect God and sinning man, be- 
tween them there must be some 
way. Somebody must come be- 


tween one and the other. So then 


& priest Came once every year. 
But when he came out again, it 
signified that the way into the 
holiest of all has not yet been made 
manifest. Brother Tom, every high 
priest, if he was a spiritual man, 
thought as he came out, “Oh, that 
God would send His High Priest. 
This only introduces, 
symbol of that High Priest. I can- 
not take any blood to atone for 
man’s sin.” He had to say, “I am 
just a man like other men. I can- 
not open the way to God. I can 
only point to One who can.” 


That high priest himself had sin. 
When he went through and let the 


ceremony he would come in with 
blood only to say, “This will have 
to be done again next year for 
God’s high priest hasn’t come.” 
Byt in the fulness of time God sent 
His Own High Priest, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, very God, and He 
can talk to God. He is a Man, so 
he can die for men, and take man’s 
place. When Jesus died on the 
cross, He was God dying and Man 
dying. On the cross God reached 
down from Heaven and took the 
hand of man and with the Lord 
Jesus holding in one hand the hu- 
man race, and in the other the 
hand of God, He died and tied them 
together. Oh, when Jesus died and 
said, “It is finished,’ and His blood 
was poured out and He gave up 
the ghost, then God reached down 
and tore down the veil and said, 
“We don’t need that any more now 
for the High Priest has carried 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 


Pastor John R. Rice 
Home All Services 


Sunday 


Pastor John R. Rice will return 
from the Oklahoma City Bible 
School Saturday and will conduct 
all the services Sunday at the Fun- 

entalist Baptist Tabernacle, 
alias. 

The 11:00 o’clock sermon will 
be on the text, “No Man Cared 
For My Soul.” Sunday night the 
sermon will be on, “The Four Sins 
Against the Holy Spirit,” a rich, 
evangelistic message. 

Let every member of the church 
be praying for the power and 
blessing of God. Let all of us pray 
earnestly about plans for the floor 
of our tabernacle. Ask God what 
He would have you do about it. 
Be ready to give your counsel. 
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PAGE TWO 


‘Barriers Torn Down Between Man and God’ 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) _ 4 


His blood into the temple an 
sprinkled it before the altar and 
peace has beer made between man 
and God. Atonement has been 
made. All sins are settled and 
paid for. . 


Now every man who will has 
a High Priest who has entered in- 
to the Holy Place. We have an 
anchor inside the veil and we can 
come boldly to the throne of grace. 

Maybe some of you are like my 
father who was sprinkled as a 
baby. My father grew up to be 
thirty years old, a wild, cursing, 
drinking sinner and all the hope of 
Heaven he had was that when he 
was a little baby and couldn’t help 
himself, a preacher poured a little 
water in his hand and patted it 
on his head with him yelling bloody 
murder. One day he realized that 
was not enough and that he had 
to have God. Listen, my friends, 
proxy religion is not the way. 
There was a time when the Jews 
had a priest and their priest killed 
the sacrifice and went through the 
ceremonies, but thank God when 
Jesus came the image is done, the 
real is here. Then the sample is 
done and the real is here. Then 
the shadow passes away, for Christ 
is here. Our High Priest entered 
into the Holy of Holies, and when 
He entered in, God said, “Take 
down the veil, it is finished.” 

This igs what happened. There is 
a temple in Heaven, though we are 
not told all about it. When the 
Lord Jesus Christ died and gave 


p 
poured out, He who is both Sacri- 
fice and Priest, He who is the 
Lamb of God and our High Priest 
both, went to Heaven and with the 
blood in holy, heavenly vessels 
Sprinkled it before the altar in 
Heaven. Our High.Priest in Heay- 
en sprinkled the ‘blood and paid 
the debt. 


A mother lay dying. Her hus- 
band was by her bedside. They had 
& son, @ prodigal son, a wild and 
reckless son. He wrote bad checks 
on his father. His father had paid 
him out of jail many times. He 
had caused untold trouble. After 
a while his father said, “You leave. 
Here is some money. Never come 
back any more. I don’t want to see 
you any more.” The boy went away 
into sin and wildness and wicked- 
ness. Never again did he plan to 
darken that door. But his mother 
lay dying. This man loved his 
wife, and said to her, “Now dear, 
is there anything I can do?” “Yes, 
one thing,” she said, “but you 
wouldn’t do that.” “Yes, I would. 
I will do any thing.” “You would 
not do it,” she said, “you are too 
prejudiced.” “Yes, your dying re- 
quest I will do, no matter what it 
is,” he told her. ‘Before I die lI 
want my boy, my baby. I want 
my boy. Send for my boy.” He 
stood there a moment and slowly 
he took back the vows he had 
made and broke the oath he had 
sworn and said with trembling 
lips, “I will get him.” 


up the ghost and His blood was 
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He sent for the boy and told 
him, “Your mother is dying. She 
wants you to come home, and I 
want you to come home, too.”’ The 
boy came home. The father stood 
on one side of the bed of the moth- 
er who here lay dying. The boy 
came. He came in ashamed and 
with weeping eyes and stood by 
the other side of the bed. The 
mother reached out and took his 
hand and kissed it and pulled him 
down to her. She reached out with 
the other hand and took the hand 
of her husband and held the two 
together there on her breast. “In 
my death I beg you, forgive the 
boy,” she said. And as the mother 
died she held their hands together, 
the son, the sinner, on this side 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
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and his father, the righteous, on 
that side. In the death of the 
mother peace was made between 
father and son. So the Lord Je- 
Sus on the cross is my High Priest 
and reaches up and gets hold oi 
the hand of God and reaches down 
and gets my hand, a trembling, 
gulity sinner and He said, “be 
reconciled.’ To the Father he said, 
“I have paid it all. My blood paid 
for it.” To the sinner he said, 
“My Father is willing to forgive 
for my sake.” He makes peace 
through the blood of His cross. 
You have no need of any other 
priest but Jesus, 

1 was down in a revival meet- 
ing at Lake Arthur, Louisiana. We 
went one day, the pastor and i, 
down a certain river, through the 
Cypress trees and came out intv 
the water away down the river, 
then up to the shore and out in 
the deep forest. Most of the peo- 
ple were French Canadian and 
spoke only French. They were 
nearly ail Catholics. Out there 
Cutting wood was a4maa 
and his sixteen year old son. Bro. 
Stag could speak French, I could 
not. He talked to them about the 
Lord Jesus. This Man was a 
French Catholic. He could under- 
stand a little English but he could 
not speak much, and Brother Stag 
began to tell the story of Christ 
on the cross. He talked in French. 
I couldn’t understand it, but my 
heart was burning and I was dy- 
ing to tell that poor Catholic man 
that he needed Jesus. The man’s 


eyes burned and burned and glowed ' 


as he saw that Jesus died for him. 
After a while I broke in and Said, 
“My brother, you don’t need- any 
priest but Jesus,” 
Frenchman turned to me and rat- 
tled off to Brother Stag, ‘That's 
what I have been thinking. I have 
a weight here,” pointing to his 
breast. “I go to mass, but it does 
not help in here. I say prayers, 


‘Holy Mary, mother of God,’ but | 


it does no good. The weight is 
still there.”’ He said, “I do penance. 
I do everything the priest tells 
me, but I don’t get anything in 
there. I have about made up my 
mind all I need is Jesus. I will 
take Him.” 

Brother Stag told me what he 
said. He said, “I will be there to- 
night at meeting.” I thought one 
couldn’t expect a Catholic who had 
grown up in ignorance with no Bi- 
ble and no preaching to instantly 
understand and take Christ. But 
that night when I preached and 
gave the invitation this man 
walked down to the front. His wife 
and sixteen year old boy came, too. 
He had talked to them and won 
them to Christ and they came and 
joined the church for baptism. He 
said, “I need no priest but Jesus.’ 
That is all you need. If you have 
Jesus. He is our High Priest. The 
Lord Jesus died, and God said, 
“Tear the veil down. There is no 
more priesthood. We don’t need it. 
Any man who wants Him has an 
Advocate with the Father, let him 
come in.” Thank God, Jesus our 
High Priest made the way plain 
and God tore the veil down and 
man can come to God. Veils, bar- 
riers torn down between God and 
man. “And the rocks rent and the 
veil was torn in twain from the 
top to the bottom.” 


No More A Particular Place 


What else? There is the barrier 
between God and man of a par- 
ticular place. I remind you, the 
temple at Jerusalem is the place 
where God had chosen to be wor- 
shipped. The temple was the only 
place where one could bring sacri- 
fices. God brought a curse and 
trouble because the people had high 
places, other places than the tem- 
ple for their sacrifices. But now 
no more is this the only place man 
can find God. Now anywhere mau 
wants God he can find Him. And 
he does not need ceremony and 
the blood of a.beast to find God. 
God said, “I am done with that.” 
Do you remember what He said 
to the woman at the well? He 
told her that not in Jerusalem 
necessarily, not in this mountain, 
but in Spirit and in truth shall 
you worship God. And thank God, 
when Jesus died, that barrier of 
a particular place, a certain tem- 
ple was taken away. 

“The hour cometh, and now is, 
when the true worshippers shall 
worship the Father in spirit and 
in truth; for the Father seeketh 
such to worship him.” 

When Daniel prayed, he opened 
his window toward Jerusalem. 


When Solomon dedicated the tem- 
ple, he said, “Hearken thou to the 
supplication of thy servant and of 
thy people Israel, when they shall 
pray toward this place; and hear 
thou in heaven thy dwelling place: 
and when thou hearest, forgive.” 
Thank God, that is torn down. 
Take down the veil now. God is 
not shut up in a tabernacle, in a 
Holy place. Whoever will, let him 
walk into the presence of God any- 
where he will. 

I went to Shamrock for a revival 
meeting, and went out in the 


Friday, April 16, 1937 
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country to see a certain young 
man. When I got out there he was 
not at home, but I saw a twelve 
year old boy on top of the barn. 
That is more or less natural for a 
boy to be on top of the ridgepole. 
I went out there, and I thought, 
“How did that boy get up there? 
I am going to talk to him.” I went 
around to the other side, and there 
was a gate, a long pole and a wire 
down there to hold up that gate: 
‘If that boy can climb up there 
for the fun of sitting on the barn, 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 
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“Barriers Torn 
Down Between 


Man and God” 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2) 


1 can do it for the fun of winning 
that boy to Christ,” I said. So 
I climbed up there and sat be- 
side him. He was very much 
, amazed at a preacher climbing on 
top of a ridge pole of the barn like 
that. We talked all the way 
‘around, and after a while I said, 
“Son, do you ever do wrong? You 
are not perfect, are you?’” And 
he said, “No.” I talked about sin. 
I told him he was a sinner. “Don’t 
you know if you died you would go 
to Hell? You know you are a sin- 


ner, and you need God.” “Yes ] 
do,” he said, “‘That’s right. " “Well, 
Jesus died for you,” { said, abd 


I quoted him some Scripture, and 
said, “Suppose you just turn to 
Him and ask Ifim to save you. 
Admit to God you are a sinner 
and say I want forgiveness. Don’t 
you believe Jesus died for people 
like you?” “Yes,” he said. “Well, 
Bippos2 you ask Him to forgive 
you right now.” He prayed and 
I prayed in my heart. He solemnly 
took my hand that he would tck2 
Christ. After he took Christ as 
his Saviour, together we shinned 
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Blessings Through Trouble 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


necessities, in persecutions, in dis- 
tresses tor Christ’s sake; ror when 
i am weak, then am i strong’ 
(1f Cor. 12:9). 

God has some holy reasons why 
Saints ought to sufier. ‘ihose that 
loye Him pest, He draws into the 
inner holy of holies to sutfer. And 
that Ought not to surprise us to: 
Jesus was above all, “A man of sor- 
row and acquainted with grief” 
(isaiah 3:3). We are told that “It 
pleased the Lord to bruise him” 
(lsaiah 5:10). Again we are told 
about Jesus, “It became him, for 
whom are all things, and by whom 
are all things, in bringing many 
sons unto giory, to make the cap- 
tain of their salvation perfect 
through sufferiug” (Heb. 2:10). uf 
Jesus our Saviour needed to be 
made perfect, or complete, through 
suffering, then Christians ought to 
Sulter, ought to be willing tu su- 
fer. 

Trouble Brings Growth of 


Character 

Trouble often brings people to 
serious, wholesome thought. Out- 
side of Wichita Falls in 1930 l 
picked up the occupants of a car, 
wrecked by wild driving. One wom- 
an said, “God forgive me. l 
haven’t any sense. 1 haven’t had 
a serious thought in the last three 
months!” That night she gave her- 


down that pole and went to tell 
his mother that he had trusted the 
Saviour. God is no respecter of 
places. Any time, any place, any- 
where you can come to God for sal- 
vation. 

(Continued in Next Issue) 
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“T have read your paper, The 
Sword of the Lord from a friend. 
I think it was good for my own 
soul, so I will send fifty cents in 
stamps for one year. 

“Mr. Jacob B———"’ 
Weuneta, Neb, 


“We have been blessed by read- 
ing the Sword of the Lord. I am 
enclosing $2.50 and a list of sub- 
scribers for The Sword of the Lord 
and $2.50 for your work. 

“Mr. and Mrs. H. E. S—’” 
Scottsdale, Arizona. 

“T am enclosing my subscript" 
for another year of your valuabie 
paper. I have enjoyed each issue 
the past year and derived uncount- 
ed spiritual benefits. 

“Mrs. L. G. H. 
El] Paso, Texas 


s Streams in the Desert 
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Do not begin to be anxious” (Phil. 4:6, P. B. V.) 


Not a few Christians live in a state of un- 
broken anxiety, and others fret and fume ter- 
ribly. To be perfectly at peace amid the hurly- 
burly of daily life is a secret worth knowing. 
What is the use of worrying? It never made 
anybody strong; never helped anybody to do God’s will; 


never 


made a way of escape for anyone out of perplexity. Worry spolls 
lives which would otherwise be Useful and beautiful. Restless- 
ness, anxiety, and care are absolutely forbidden by our Lord, 


who said: 


“Take no thought,” that is, no anxious thought, “say- 


ing what shall we eat, or what shall we drink, or wherewithal 
shall we be clothed.” He does not mean that we are not to take 
forethought and that our life is to be without plan or method; 
but that we are not to worry about these things. People know 
you live in a realm of anxious care by the lines on your face, 
the tones of your voice, the minor key in your life, and the lack 
of joy in your spirit. Scale the heights of a life abondened to 
God, then you will look down on the clouds beneath your feet. 


——Rev. Darlow Sergeant. 


It is always weakness to be fretting and worrying, question- 
ing and mistrusting. Can we gain anything by it? Do we not 
unfit ourselves for action, and unhinge our minds for wise de- 
cision? We are sinking by our struggles when we might float 


by faith. , 


Oh, for gracé to be quiet! Oh, to be still and know that 
Jehovah is God! The Holy One of Israel must defend and deliver 
His own. We may be sure that every word of His will stand, 
though the mountains should depart. He deserves to be confided 
in. Come, my soul, return unto thy rest, and lean thy head upon 
the bosom of the Lord Jesus. — Selected. 


“Peace thy inmost soul shall fii, 


Lying still!” 


A Reading for each day in the year. Red Fabrokoid Binding, 
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378 pages. PRICE 
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nett to Christ and trusted Him ior 
Salvation at midnight. ‘iroubie 
brings serious thougnces. 

Nothing opens tne heart in symi- 
pathy towards others like troupie. 
AS a live year old boy 1 lost my 
dear mother. 1 Know that Goa 
made me betier fit tu comfort 
others by this great sorrow. Again 
and again by open graves 1 nave 
told weeping loved ones how i 
had lost my mother and hoped to 
see her again..I have learned to 
weep with those who weep because 
of my sorrows. 

Sultering often makes us grate- 
ful for Goa’s mercies. Children who 
have too many toys do not ap- 
preciate them, do not care for 
them. So, Many a man in perfect 
health, with plenty of money has no 
real gratitude to God for His 
mercies, but if brought to direst 
poverty, such @ WiabD leaius tu be 
grateful for the poorest shelter 
and the most ordinary food. Those 
who have once known sickness ana 
suffering are more likely to be 
thankful for good health. 

And the Scripture says that trib- 
ulation worketh patience. In RKo- 
mans 5:3 and 4 we are told “And 
not only so, but we glory in tribu- 
lations also; knowing that tribu- 
lation worketh patience; and pa- 
tience, experience; and experience, 
hope.” A quick tongue and a vio- 
lent temper are often tamed by 
the hand of God in sorrow. 


It Is Not Always God's Will to 
Heal the Sick 

Il know that God answers prayel 
for the sick. I have seen the sick 
raised up in answer to prayer, 
sometimes immediately, sometimes 
when doctors said there was no 
hope. I believe that many live 
who would have died had they not 
called on God. I do believe, I say, 
that God answers prayer and God 
often heals the sick in answer to 
prayer. 

But I thank God that He does 
not always heal the sick. There 
are other things better than heal- 
ing. One of them is the presence 
and power of God. God did not heal 
Job until His purpose was accom 
plished. God did not heal Paul’s 
thorn in the flesh though Paul be- 
sought Him often (II Cor. 12: as 
10). God did not heal Tin nothy 
weak stomach and often in‘irmi- 
ties. He could have done so but 
evidently chose not to do it. In 
fact the Scripture plainly says, “It 
is appointed unto man once to 
die’ (Heb. 9:27). It would not du 
for a man to live forever in our 
frailty and sin. It is better that 
we should suffer some and draw 
near to God; suffer some and be 
purged from our sins; suffer some 
and be like Jesus and then it is 
better that we should die and go 
to be with the Lord if Jesus does 
not come soon. God is good to 
heal the sick and He often dces. 
But often the Lord’s strength is 
made perfect in weakness and we 
can say like Paul, “When I am 
weak, then am I strong” (II Cor. 
12:10). 


God Is Particularly Near In Time 
Of Trouble 


You who read this have had 
your troubles. If you have not had 
them, then you will. Trouble is the 
lot of mankind. And whatever that 
trouble may be, whether sickness, 
poverty, shame, disappointment or 
parting, you may be sure that Ged 
is nearer in the time of sorrow 
than ever before. There is some- 
thing about God that is infinitely 
tender and He is always touched 
by a broken heart. David, over- 
whelmed with shame after his fin 
with Beth-sheba, cried out, “The 
sacrifices of God are a broken spir- 
it; a broken and a contrite heart, O 
God ,thou wilt not despise!” (Psa. 
51:17). 

It is better to be poor than to 
be rich for Jesus said, “Blessed 
be ye poor’ (Luke 6:20). It is 
just as good to be poor in spirit 
for Jesus said, “Blessed are the 
poor in, spirit: for their's is the 
kingdom of heaven’ (Matt. 5:3). 
Read the beatitudes and va will 
find that they that mourn are 
blessed; that they that hunger and 
thirst after righteousness are 
blessed; that the persecuted are 
blessed as are those that hunger 
and those that weep! Don’t you 
see? God is nearer to those in 
trouble than to those who are no*. 

God is nearer to the woman who 


is a widow than to the woman who 


has a husband. He is nearer 


to the child provided for and pro 
tected by a father. 


said, “He is father to the father- | 


less, and a judge of the w.dows’” 


(Psa. 68:5). How near God is to all | he ‘shall not 


them that be in trouble, them that 
be weak, and heipless and poor ana 
friendless! The Jews were told in| 
the Mosaic Law that the stranger | 
or foreigner must not. be oppressey, 
that if they called at aii upon 


I know that our troubles are 
often brought by our sins. But 
even then God is near at hand, He 
was nearer to the prodigal boy ia 
the hog: pen than He was to th: 
elder brother safe at home! 


sinner, than He was tg the moral 
Pharisee! God was nearer to th 
dying thief than lie was to the 
Scribes and elders: 


Fie | 
was nearer to the publican, a guilty | 


God is very, very near in time | 
of trouble. Thai is the ieason He 
commands us, “Call upon me in| 


the day of trouble: I will deliver | 
thee, and thou shalt glorify me’ 
(FE salm 00:15). 

When you are in trouble, 


really take your trouble to heart | 


| 


| 
@ you | 


and turn in penitence to God, it| 


is easy to pray. It is easy to have | 


your sins forgiven when you are 
in trouble. It is easy to feel the 
Spirit of God when you are in 
trouble. The next time sorrow or 
disappointment of any kind comes 
upon you, then remember that God 
is near to all that are of a brok- 
en heart! 


pose In Trouble 
In Shamrock in 1926 or ’27 I 
was pastor of the First Baptist! 
Church. A man called me on the! 
‘phone and said, ‘“‘Brother Rice, can 
you meet us at the cemetery for a | 


funeral at 3:00 o’clock?” I learned | 
that a new-born baby had died. 1 | 
was glad to go. The little e: asket | 
was held on the knées of men in! 


| 
| 
| 
| 


|_God Always Has A Loving Pur-| 


to | overalls carried in a model T Ford | 
the defenseless orphan child than | car, | 
The father in overalls stood by the — 
For God has | open grave and wept as I preachd © 
on the words of David about his © 


The mother was still in bed. 


little child, “I shall go to him, but 
return to me’ 
Samuel 12:23). 


When the little mound was cov- © 


ered, when neighbors had placed 


_ home-grown roses and honeysuckle | 
'over the bare earth and friends | 


had shaken his hand and gone, lI 
God He wouid surely avenge them. | 


put my arm around the father and 
said, “Are you a Christian?” He 
answered that he was not. He said, 


“I can’t understand why he died. | 
The doctor said he was perfect but | 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 
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essings Through Trouble 


he just did not breathe! I can’t 
understand why!” I told him that 
perhaps the dear Lord was calling 
him to be a Christian, that through 
trouble God longed to draw the fa- 
ther near enough to give him sal- 
vation and peace. He answered, 
“Why, that is just what my wife 
said this morning!” I suggested 
that we pray and we did there be- 
side that little mound. He gave 
himself to Jesus Christ and found 
forgiveness and peace and went 
back home to comfort his wife. 
the sorrowing mother. 


Maybe you do not understand 
your trouble, dear friend— God has 
a loving purpose in it. He wants 
you to love Him better. He wants 
you to find His will. We wants tc 
keep you from sin. And if you 
are not saved, brother, He wants to 
draw you to Himself. Many a sin- 
ner would never listen to the gos- 
pel until death came into the home. 
Many a wild, irresponsible boy 
would never consider being a Chris- 
tian until his sins found him out 
and some Christian spoke to him 
behind the jail bars about Christ, 
the friend of sinners! My dear 
friend, whatever your trouble, God 
means it for good! 


The other day as I lay sick on 
my bed one of my little girls need- 
ed a whipping. I was sick, but a 
whipping means a lot more when 
it is delivered by daddy. Father, 
you can not shirk your duty. It 
was a sad occasion for all of us 
but the Bible teaching is clear. 
She had been warned and warned 
again and when she persisted in her 
wrongdoing she had to be whipped. 
When she brought me my belt and 
the first painful blows began to 
fall, my child said, “I’m sorry, 
daddy, I’m sorry! I’m sorry!” I 
stopped for a little and reminded 
her that she had had much time to 
be sorry before but she was not 
sorry until punishment came. Then 
I talked some more and then 
whipped some more. She cried and 
my heart bled. Then she promised 
to do better and went back to her 
work. 

I lay back on my bed and cried 
out to God. I well know that it 
takes far more than a whipping 
to make good women out of my 
girls. It takes prayer and the lead- 
ership of the Holy Spirit and care- 
ful training. We must aim for defi- 
nite results, results of character 
and love for right. I prayed that 
God would give me wisdom about 
it and that He would not let the 
stripes and the tears and the plead- 
ing and the teaching be in vain! 

Then suddenly my heart turned 
to God for myself. I, too, have 
cried out to God many a time, “I’m 
sorry. I’m sorry, Lord. I’m so 
sorry!’’ I am always sorry when 
my sin finds me out, when grief 
catches up with me. But God 
knows that many a time I seem 
careless and indifferent about the 
things that displease Him until I 
feel His wrath! 

Weeping, I began to pray, “Oh, 
God, whatever this sickness is for, 
do not take it away until you ac- 
complish your purpose!” I thought, 
“What a tragedy if these days of 
pain, fever and sickness, with the 
work’ delayed and sorrow to many 
should go by and yet I not be a bet- 
ter man, not be a better preacher.” 
I know that often I have begged 
God to heal me immediately when 
I have been sick, and sometimes 
He has. I have never been sick 
very much, not very long, but now 
I see the importance of the chas- 
tening rod of God. 


I remember that Hebrews 12:11 
tells us, “Now no chastening for 
the present seemeth to be joyous, 
but grievous; nevertheless after- 
ward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit 
of righteousness unto them which 
are exercised thereby.” It is my 
earnest cry to God that whatever 
sorrow He brings my way may 
be used to bring the peaceable 
fruits of righteousness, because I 


am exercised thereby. ! 


It is wicked for a Christian to 
be indifferent or prayerless or im- 
patient about suffering. Rather let 
us kiss the hand that smites us. 
Let us cry with Job, “Though He 
slay me, yet wiil I trust Him.” 
We can well say about every loss, 
“The Lord gave and the Lord tak- 
eth away, blessed be the name of 
the Lord!” 

Let our hearts be comforted in 
every trial and trouble. Our lov- 
ing Heavenly Father has a pur- 


pose in every sorrow, every sick- 


ness, every burden. It is a token 
of His loving heart. He chasten- 
eth every son that He loves. 


What To Do In Trouble 


It ought to be clear, then, what 
one should do in trouble. Certainly 
we should pray. Certainly we 
should think on our way. We 
should open all the closet doors in 
our heart and ask the Holy Spirit 
of God to turn His searchlight 
into every secret nook and corner 
to find and reveal to us al! the 
things that grieve HIS holy heart. 

When trouble comes your way, 
then the thing to do is humble 
yourself under the mighty hand of 
God and let Him lift you up. In 
Hosea 6:1 and 2 we have the cry 
of the remnant of the Jews who 
have been so far away from God. 
Here it is: 


"Come and let us return unto 
the Lord: for he hath torn, and 
he will heal us; he hath smitten, 
and he will bind us up. 

"After two days will he revive 
us: in the third day he will raise 
us up, and we shall live in his 
sight." 

Wicked King Ahab, the idolater 
who brought such a curse upon 
Israel, turned to God in penitence 
when trouble came upon him anc 
God was pleased. I Kings 21:27- 
29 tells us: 

“And it came to pass, when 
Ahab heard those words, that he 
rent his clothes, and put sackcloth 
upon his flesh, and fasted, and lay 
in sackcloth, and went softly. 

“And the word of the Lord came 
to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, 


“Seest thou how Ahab humbleth 
himself before me, because he 
humbleth himself before me, I will 
not bring the evil in his days: 
but in his son’s days will I bring 
the evil upon his house.” 

Wicked King Manasseh of Ju- 
dah was so wicked and Godless 
that he was carried away captive 
into Assyria. But II Chronicles 
33:11 to 13 tells us of his marvel- 
ous repentance in his trouble and 
the tender answer of God who 
brought him back to his kingdom. 
Here is the story in divine words: 

“Wherefore the Lord brought up- 
on them the captains of the host 
of the king of Assyria, which took 
Manasseh among the thorns, and 
bound him with fetters, and carried 
him to Babylon. 

“And when he was in affliction, 
he besought the Lord his God, and 
humbled himself greatly before the 
God of his fathers, 

“And prayed unto him: and he 
was intreated of him, and heard his 
supplication, and brought him 
again to Jerusalem into his king- 
dom. Then Manasseh knew that 
the Lord he was God.” 


Sinner, what will you do in time 
of trouble? The best example : 
know is that of the dying thief. 
He deserved to die. He knew it 
and openly confessed it. He could 
promise nothing. He would not 
even have a chance to be baptized 
and could never live a day for the 
Lord. Yet in his dying hour he 
cried to the Lord Jesus, “Lord re- 
member me when thou comest in- 
to thy kingdom” (Luke 23:42). 
And the Lord Jesus, dying, Him- 
self, and so near to all the suf- 
fering and dying who will have 
Him near, answered back, “Veri- 
ly I say unto thee, Today shalt 
thou be with me in paradise!” 
(Luke 23:43). Sweet words of for- 
giveness and pardon! Sweet words 
of hope for the sinning and 
troubled! 

The Saviour said, “Come unto me 
all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you> and learn 
of me: for I am meek and lowly 
in heart: and ye shall find rest 
unto your souls.” 

If troubles come your way, then, 
call upon the Lord. Put your trust 
in Him. Take Him as Saviour to- 
day and surrender Him all your 
life. There are many blessings in 
trouble! God means it for good. 
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“| Must Help 
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The Jews! 
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“Everything I have seems going 
or gone —yet “I Must Help the 
Jews.” Thus wrote a child of God 
whose soul had been stirred to its 
depths because of the tragic con- 
dition of the Jews throughout the 
world. 


“I Must Help the Jews!” Dear. 
child of God, they are still God's 
people, beloved for the father’s 
sake; and because you have been 
born again, you love what He 
loves; and you know that He stili 
loves Israel with an everlasting 
love. 


“I Must Help the Jews!” Driv- 
en like cattle through the fields 
and forests of Europe; tortured, 
harassed, brutally beaten, Jewisn 
girls mutilated by hordes of savage 
Arabs, the borderlands of Germany 
teeming with thousands of Jewish 


refugees who have stumbled their ‘ 


way through the bloody attacks 


of Nazi hate, to the emergency * 


shelters of Switzerland, Poland, 
Holland, France —what a Chris- 
tianity for the Jews to gaze upon! 


“I Must Help the Jews!” In the 
face of such a crisis, the Churcn 
of God is silent! What a reckon- 
ing will have to be given to Him 
in whose veins flowed the blood of 
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob! 


Dear Reader, will you say, “J, 
Too, Must Help the Jews?” Help 
us to tell them “These things you 
have suffered are not things which 
Christians do! No true Christian 
ever hated a Jew!”’ 


This is an S. O. S. It is Israel's 
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eleventh hour. So swiftly does the | 


world cataclysm move, this may 
be the last call before the trumpet 
blows, and you will be face to face 
with a Christ who may look into 
your eyes and ask, 


“What have you done for these, 
my brethren?” (Matt, 25:40). 
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